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1. It seems like parents are getting a lot of COVID notification emails lately. Is this a 

change in policy from last school year? 
 
No. Public schools are required to send home a notification to parents whenever a positive case 
of COVID-19 is reported in the building. Last year, six notifications were sent out from mid-
December 2020 thru the end of January 2021. This school year so far, we have sent out six 
notifications. 
 

2. That’s a lot of cases to start the school year. What is the cause?  
 
The cause is the more contagious Delta variant of COVID-19. Last year, the number of 
infections spiked nationally from December 2020 through February 2021. Our school saw a 
similar increase in cases during that time period. This year, since late July, there has been a 
similar spike nationally because of the Delta variant. Our school has seen an increase in the 
number of cases as well. 
 

3. What is the school doing to stop this? Have you changed procedures since last year? 
 

Since the beginning of the school year, we have followed the guidelines for schools set out by 
the CDC and Hamilton County Public Health (HCPH). Since last year, we have not significantly 
changed our procedures in fighting the virus. Every person in the building is required to wear a 
mask. The only exception for students is during lunch and band class. Even in those instances, 
students are told to keep their masks on when they are not eating or playing an instrument. We 
are also following these same protocols as last year: 
 

• Encouraging staff and students to stay home if they are not feeling well 
• Maintaining physical distancing in classrooms 
• Limiting time in the hallways for the change of classes by using Chromebooks for 

instruction 
• Keeping classroom doors open during the day to increase ventilation 
• Minimizing the number of field trips students take 
• Following all OHSAA safety guidelines for sporting events 

 
Additionally, our district nurse keeps school administration up to date on any changes from 
HCPH, and Dr. Webb, our superintendent, meets weekly with other superintendents and 
Hamilton County Health Commissioner Greg Kesterman about the virus. 
 

4. When there is a positive case in the building, is the school still contact tracing? 
 
Yes. When a student or staff member tests positive, we immediately contact trace to determine 
who might be at risk of infection. However, there are differences from last year in who must 
quarantine and for how long. The Ohio Department of Health instructs that a student who is 
exposed “can safely remain in the normal in-person classroom setting and participate in 
extracurricular and sports activities as long as they have no symptoms” if the school mandates 
universal masking, maintains physical distancing, and follows prevention policies. Our school 
has all three of these requirements in place. 
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5. But students have been quarantined for exposure this year from SBEP. If these 
prevention policies are in place, why are students being sent home? 

 
Most of the time, these students have been quarantined because they ate lunch with a person who 
tested positive or because they are on a sports team with an athlete who tested positive.  
 

6. If my student is quarantined, when can he/she/they return to in-person instruction? 
 
The Ohio Department of Health states: 

• They can return to normal classroom and extracurricular activities after 7 days if they 
receive a negative viral (PCR or antigen) test that was performed at least 5 days after 
exposure. 

• If they test positive, they should isolate for at least 10 days from the date of the positive 
test. 

 
7. What if a student is exposed and he/she/they have been vaccinated? Does that 

change anything? 
 
Yes, it does. If students are sent home to quarantine and have been vaccinated, they can bring 
their vaccination card to school the next day and return to normal in-person instruction unless 
they have symptoms. 
 

8. Can I give my child an at-home COVID test to get them back into school from 
quarantine? 

 
No. An at-home test cannot be used to get your child back in school. It must be a test given by a 
medical professional and approved by the CDC. Please see the HCPH website for more 
information about testing and vaccinations. The website address is   
 https://www.hamiltoncountyhealth.org/covid19/. 
 

9. Is the district considering a return to remote learning? 
 
Not at this time. Based on guidance from the Ohio Department of Education, we feel that the 
academic and social emotional needs of our students are best served by in-person learning.  
 

10. What can I, as a parent, do to help? 
 
Please continue to support our efforts in keeping our school open and our students safe. The two 
most important ways you can help are to make sure students are wearing a mask to school when 
they come to school each day and to keep students home if they have a fever or feel sick. Finally, 
any family with students age 12-17 should consider having them vaccinated. By doing so, 
students can avoid lengthy quarantines from school and athletic activities. We are only asking 
our families to consider the option; we are not making a recommendation. 
 
If you have a specific question that was not answered in this FAQ form, please email the district 
nurse Lori Dent at ldent@sbepschools.org or contact your building principal. Thank you for your 
ongoing support of our students and our schools. 


